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Physical, cognitive, and 
emotional states of observers: 

THE OBSERVATION

Describe in detail (include 
the number of observers and 

differences in their 
observations):

CC

Beliefs, past histories that may
have influenced observers: 

C C
Environmental conditions 
when observation made: 

Historical precedents for this  
observation: 

The Fourth Hypothesis:
A Paranormal Guide Map
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Hypothesis # 1:
Mental Construction

Likelihood of Hypothesis #1
(circle a number)

0       1      2       3       4       5       6       7 8       9       10
Not Somewhat Certain

Possible Likely

+L L

PP
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Possibilities   
for  Perceptual

Distortion:
see map 1A

Possibilities 
for Memory 
Distortion:
see map 1B
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MAP 1 A

Consider these  possibilities
for creating Perceptual Distortion

Social influence: 
others’ perceptions and 

interpretation

T T T T

Expectation, perceptual set, 
beliefs, mood, 

dreaming

Context, and setting, Poor observational 
conditions (e.g., noise, 

illumination,
speed)

The Fourth Hypothesis:
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Interferences:
proactive, retroactive

Retrieval/Recall
Distortion

MAP 1 B

Consider these  possibilities
for creating Memory Distortions

T T T

Decay

The Fourth Hypothesis:
A Paranormal Guide Map



5

Hypothesis # 2:
Hoax, Accident, or Chance

Likelihood of Hypothesis #2
(circle a number)

0       1      2       3       4       5       6       7 8       9       10
Not Somewhat Certain

Possible Likely

P

The Fourth Hypothesis:
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Possibilities of a  
Hoax, Accident or 

Chance:
see map 2

L
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HOAX
(someone intentionally
creating a misleading
observation for fun,
profit, or mischief)

ACCIDENT
(e.g., technological

hiccup, animal antics)

CHANCE
(random happenings, 

luck)

MAP 2

Consider these possibilities
of observation caused by

Hoax, Accident, or Chance

T T T

The Fourth Hypothesis:
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Hypothesis # 3:
Natural Phenomena

Likelihood of Hypothesis #3
(circle a number)

0       1      2       3       4       5       6       7 8       9       10
Not Somewhat Certain

Possible Likely

P

The Fourth Hypothesis: 
A Paranormal Guide Map

Possibilities of   
observation caused by 
Natural Phenomena:

see map 3

L
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Other physical forces
(e. g., water flow, magnetism, 

optics)

T TT

MAP 3

Consider these possibilities
of natural phenomena 

causing the observation

Weather / Atmosphere       Geological Activity    
(e. g. , tremors)          

The Fourth Hypothesis:
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Hypothesis # 4:
Paranormal Phenomena

Likelihood of Hypothesis #4
(circle a number)

0       1      2       3       4       5       6       7 8       9       10
Not Somewhat Certain

Possible Likely

P

The Fourth Hypothesis:
A Paranormal Guide Map

Possibilities of   
observation caused by 

Paranormal Phenomena:
see map 4

L
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Yours and others’
psychic activity 

(e.g., telekinesis, remote 
viewing telepathy, time

travel)

T T

Paranormal Forces  
(e.g., ghosts, aliens,  
power zones, God) 

Map 4

Consider possibilities of
these paranormal phenomena

The Fourth Hypothesis:
A Paranormal Guide Map
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The Fourth Hypothesis:
A Paranormal Guide Map

Hypothesis Combo.

Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations

Possibilities of a combo. of the above:

P

Likelihood of Hypothesis (circle a number)
0    1   2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

Not Somewhat                        Certain
Possible Likely

L

L


